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In Spring 2025, Manchester Literature Festival and Manchester UNESCO City of Literature
co-commissioned Nora Blascsok to create new work as part of their role as Manchester
Multilingual City Poet. Néra was invited to write a new poem responding to the themes of
’sanctuary” and “welcome.” Her powerful and playful response is ‘Guernica Children’.

In Noéra’s own words: “This poem was inspired by the events of 1937 when the UK took in
4000 Basque children after the bombardment of Guernica. It hopes to draw parallels
between that event and current events using the contrapuntal form (a poem that can be read
in multiple ways). The poem uses almost entirely found language.”

Nora performed ‘Guernica Children’ for the first time at an intimate event at Manchester
Poetry Library on 22 October 2025. The event was part of the 20th edition of Manchester
Literature Festival and featured Nora and her fellow Manchester Multilingual City Poet
Charlotte Shevchenko Knight reading their work in English, Hungarian and Ukrainian.
Hosted by former Manchester Multilingual City Poet Anjum Malik, the event reflected the
city’s vibrant multilingual energy and celebrated the role of poetry, creativity and
communities to unite and welcome people.

Nora Blascsok is a Hungarian poet based in Manchester. Her work includes the
pamphlet <body> of work </body> and she is part of the New Northern Poets 2025 cohort.

The Manchester Multilingual City Poets are talented creatives who have been appointed to
produce a series of original work on behalf of the City. The poets act as ambassadors for
Manchester residents, communities and literature organisations, and carry a civic
responsibility, much like conventional Poet Laureate designations. Each poet translates the
other’s work, creating a unique cross-cultural conversation.

Copyright © Nora Blascsok (2025)

The Ukrainian translation of ‘Guernica Children’ is by Charlotte Shevchenko Knight and the
Hungarian translation by Nora Blascsok.

www.manchesterliteraturefestival.co.uk
www.manchestercityofliterature.com
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Guernica Children

young Dolores Lopez
digestive symptoms of anxiety
father & brothers

savage instincts

bringing down planes
drawing pictures of bombs

a city razed

on market day

blackened humans stagger
with dust & smoke

first time an air force

conflicting pull

& adherence to non-intervention
4000 useless mouths

leave behind all that was precious
not a penny of public money

Dolores Lopez was one
settled in Manchester
Bolton

housing 54 nifas & nifios

all over the country, committees
individuals & organisations

a baker prepared 50 loaves a week

a cinema owner gave free Saturday passes
women volunteered to do laundry
ordinary individuals

12 Bolton nifias & nifios

record songs for Children’s Hour
the repatriated

mother tongue forgotten

wept inconsolably
discharged from hospital
fighting back home
against fascists

firing guns

dropping on their homes

senseless bombardment

no warning

through flames, choked
factories safer than hospitals

sought to terrify a civilian population
of humanitarian concern

wrung by public pressure

boarded the Habana

to seek sanctuary

tents hired from the War Department

of 250 children

her colony in

a decaying mansion
now a carvery

raised funds, door to door

sponsor a child

a taxi firm loaned cars

the shoemaker’s union 1,000 pairs of boots
spontaneous generosity from thousands
in the face of government inaction

travelled to BBC Studios to

raise funds for their upkeep

returned to faces

eating mouthfuls of unpeeled oranges

This is a found poem from The Association for the UK Basque Children.



Hitu I'epHiknu

Monoaa Jlonopec Jlomnec

CUMITOMH TPABJICHHS 3 TPUYNH TPUBOTH
0aTpKo 1 OpaTH

IUK] IHCTUHKTH

30MBalOTh JITAKU

MaJIIOIOTh KapTHHU 60MO

MICTO 3pyHHOBaHE

Ha JICHb PUHKY

BUTIAJICHI JIFOJI XUTAKOTHCS
BiJl TTWUTY 1 TUMY

BIIEpIIIE BiliCEKOBO-TTOBITPSHI
CyTepeUINBE TSOKIHHS

1 JOTPUMAaHHS IPUHIIUITY HEBTPYYaHHS
«4000 HIKYEMHUX POTIB»

3aJUIIMBIIY BCe M0 OyJI0 I[IHHUM
YKOJTHOI KOIMIMKHU Jep>KaBHUX

Honopec Jlonec Oyna ogHier0
noceneHux y Mandecrepi
BonTowni

Jie IPOXKUBAJIO 54 nifias Ta nifos

0 BCiif KpaiHi KOMITETH

OKpeMi 0coOu Ta opraHizarii

nekap rotysas 50 X1i0UH Ha THXKJICHb

BJIACHUK KIHOTEaTpy JapyBaB O€3KOIITOBHI CyOOTHI KBUTKU
KIHKYM BU3UBAJINCH IPAaTU OUIU3HY

3BHUAiiHI 0cOOH

12 nifias Ta nifos bonrona

11100 3anucaTy micHi Juis nporpamu «/{utsua roguHa»
penarpiiioBaHi

pinHa MoBa 3a0yTa

HEBTIIIHO IUIaKalia

BUIIMCAHA 3 JIIKapHi

BOIOIOTh Ha OATHKIBIIMHI
npoTH (hanmcTiB

CTPUISIFOTH 3 TapMar

110 MaJa0Th Ha IXHI OyAMHKA

0e3rry3auM 6oMOapTyBaHHIM
0e3 monepeKEeHHS

Kpi3b TOJIYM’sI 3aTUXaI0UYHCh
(dabpuku Oe3nevHinIi 3a JikapHi

CHJIM HAMarajicsi HaIAKaTy [UBUIbHE HACEICHHS
ryMaHiTapHOi TypOoTH

i1 THCKOM TPOMAJICHKOI TyMKH

cimu Ha 60pT «["aBaHM»

100 IIYKATH MPUXUCTKY

HAaMETH OPEHJI0BaHi y BiiCbKOBOT'O MiHICTEpCTBa

3 250 mitei

11 «KOJIOHISI» B
3aHenaaInii 0COOHSIK
a 3apa3 M’sCHA JIaBKa

30Mpaiy KOILITH, XOsUH B ABepeil 10 nBepeit
MOHCYIOTh JITeH

TaKCOMapK IMO3UYaB aBTOMOOLII1

npodcninka yodotapiB 1000 map yepeBuKiB
CIOHTaHHA MIEJIPICTh TUCAYIB JItOIEH

Ha TJI1 O€31SUIbHOCTI ypsiay

noixanu 1o crynii BBC

310paTu KOIITH Ha IX yTpUMaHH:
MOBEPHYJIHCA A0 00N

iI9Th IMATOYKHY HEOUMILIEHHUX areIbCHHIB

L]eu sipw 6ys 3natioenuti 8 Acoyiayii dimeti backie Beaukoi bBpumanii.



Guernica Gyerekei

ifja Dolores Lopez

a szorongas emésztési tiinetei
apja és fittestvérei

vad 0sztonok

repiiléket leléve

képeket rajzolva a bombakrol

lerombolt varos

piacnapon

elfeketedett emberek tdntorognak
homoktol és fiisttol

eldszor probalt egy légierd

a humanitarius aggodalom

ellenkezd irdanyba htizasa

4000 hasznavehetetlen szdj

maguk mogott hagyva mindent ami becses
egy fillér kozpénz sincs

Dolores Lopez egyike
Manchesterben telepedtek le
Boltonban

54 nifias-t és ninos-t szallasolt el

bizottsdgok orszagszerte
maganszemélyek és szervezetek

a pék 50 vekni kenyeret siitott

a mozitulajdonos ingyen jegyeket adott
nék onként vallaltdk a mosast
hétkoznapi emberek

12 boltoni nifias és nifios

hogy a gyerekmtsorra dalokat vegyenek fel
a hazatelepiiltek

elfelejtett anyanyelvhez

keservesen sirt
kiengedték a korhazbol
otthon harcolnak
fasisztak ellen
fegyvereket elsiitve
amik hazukra esnek

értelmetlen bombazas

figyelmeztetés nélkiil

langokon keresztiil, fuldokolva

a gyarak biztonsagosabbak mint a korhazak

raijeszteni a polgari lakossagra

és a be nem avatkozashoz vald ragaszkodas
a kozvélemény nyomasa

a Habandra szallt

hogy menedéket keressenek
Hadtiigyminisztériumtol bérelt satrak

250 gyereknek akik
kolonidja

egy hanyatlé kastély
ma egy husétterem

pénzt gyjtottek hazrol hazra
szponzoraltak gyerekeket

a taxis cég kocsikat kolcsonzott

a cipészszakszervezet 1000 par csizmat
ezrek spontan nagylelktisége

a kormany tétlenségével szemben

utazott a BBC Stadidba

hogy fenntartdsukra pénzt gytjtsenek
visszatértek elfelejtett arcokhoz
hamozatlan naranccsal tomve szajukat

Ez egqy taldlt vers az Egyesiilt Kirdlysdgi Baszk Gyermekek Szovetségétol.



